
Halal in the Context of 
Sustainability

Dr. Sibel Demircioğlu

Halal Accreditation Technical Expert –Sustainability Lead Auditor
 

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


•        , " "   In the context of sustainable technologies and lifestyle halal refers to

, ,        practices products and technologies that are consistent with Islamic

           principles and are not only ethical but also environmentally and socially

.responsible

•         ,    The concept of halal encompasses many aspects of life including not just

  ,   , ,  .food and beverages but also finance clothing and technologies

•           While traditional halal practices do not directly address environmental issues

    ,  ,   ,   such as greenhouse gas emissions water risks and natural impacts there is

         a growing movement towards incorporating sustainable practices into halal

 .food production

•          -    This presentation aims to provide an overview of the long term impacts of

  , ,  ,    sustainability on society ecosystems cultural heritage and the sustainable

  .halal food industry

Halal in the Context of Sustainability
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Understanding Sustainability in the Halal Context
Definition

"Sustainable development meets 
the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own 
needs" - World Commission on 
Environment and Development 
(1987)

Multidimensional Approach

Sustainability encompasses 
economic, environmental, and 
social components working 
together to ensure long-term 
growth and survival

Halal Connection

Sustainability in halal indicates 
that halal principles must be 
preserved and passed on from 
generation to generation while 
adapting to technological and 
societal progress
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Understanding Sustainability
               (  1987).   , "  The most effective definition of sustainability belongs to the World Commission on Environment and Development WCED According to WCED Sustainable

                     ."    development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs Although this definition

 ,    .seems simple its scope is multifaceted

            .  2015,     2030     An important aspect of sustainability is recognizing that Earth's natural resources are finite In world leaders adopted the Agenda for Sustainable Development

 17               .and Sustainable Development Goals to reduce poverty and inequality and combat climate change and environmental degradation

Environmental Dimension

      2 The worsening environmental indicators such as CO

,   ,  concentration greenhouse gas emissions temperature

,     .changes and biodiversity loss are concerning

Social Dimension

     ,    Human overuse of flora and fauna per capita energy

,  ,      use water scarcity and deforestation rates affect the

   .social dimension of sustainability

Economic Dimension

  1992  , ,  Since the Rio Summit governments multinational

,      corporations and consumers have shown increasing

  .interest in sustainability
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The Intersection of Halal and 
Sustainability

         Halal principles complement sustainability goals through ethical and responsible

.          .practices This approach encompasses not only products but the entire lifecycle

, ,        Economic environmental and social dimensions form a harmonious whole

    .         aligned with the Halal lifestyle Benefit for society and the preservation of natural

  .resources are prioritized
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The Intersection of Halal and Sustainability
      , ,          Sustainability is a multidimensional attribute where economic environmental and social components are inseparable but work together to

 -    .                ensure long term growth and survival Sustainability can also be defined as supportive systems or mechanisms that adhere to the core

           .aspects required by halal principles and guarantee the preservation of halal authenticity

 ,                    In short sustainability in halal indicates that halal must be preserved and passed on from generation to generation in accordance with

    .               -  advances in technology and society The intersection of halal standards and sustainability offers a unique opportunity for food and non food

               .producers to meet consumer expectations while addressing global challenges such as climate change and resource conservation

Halal Principles

    Production and consumption in

   accordance with Islamic values

Environmental 
Responsibility

    Protection of natural resources

    and reduction of environmental

harm

Social Justice

    Fair working conditions and

 -societal well being

Economic Sustainability

-     Long term economic growth and

 resource efficiency
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Animal Welfare in Halal Practices
              .            Halal food systems have the potential to contribute significantly to a more sustainable global paradigm The most commonly understood connection between the concept of Halal and

        ,      .sustainable practices is the welfare provided by avoiding cruelty especially when it comes to animals

              .    ,           Halal certification sets out a strict set of requirements for any farm seeking Halal certification As with all certifications this serves as a simple checklist for guidelines that enhance

   , - , - , - , - , -   .sustainability in hydrocarbon heating fertilizer dependent pesticide dependent mono cropping soil depleting biodiversity irrigation land practices

Halal Slaughter Principles

         The principle of not causing suffering to animals is

        based on ethical considerations in addition to legal

.      requirements Authorities and organizations on animal

       welfare recognize the general goals of Halal

       practitioners to reduce animal suffering and suggest

        that discussions related to Halal slaughter practices be

  -  .resolved through evidence based science

Farm Practices

 -         A Halal certified farm is not allowed to inject hormones

          into the fetuses of cows or sheep to fatten their

.       . bodies Stress in confined feeding areas is prohibited

          Halal farms are also encouraged to follow the spirit of

 .organic farming

Chemical Use

      , Halal farms are deterred from using chemicals

 ,      modifying genes or developing synthetic substitutes for

   .products provided by ecosystems
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Ethical Treatment

Halal certification prohibits cruelty to animals and requires humane treatment throughout their lives, not just 

during slaughter.

Prohibited Practices

Halal-certified farms cannot inject hormones to fatten animals or keep them in cramped feeding lots that cause 

stress.

Natural Approach

Halal farms are encouraged to follow organic agriculture principles, avoiding chemicals, genetic alterations, or 

synthetic substitutes.

Evidence-Based Methods

Authorities recognize halal practitioners' goals of reducing animal suffering and suggest resolving controversies 

through evidence-based science.

The halal slaughter principle of not causing suffering to animals is based on ethical considerations, in addition to legal 

requirements. This approach demonstrates how halal practices can contribute meaningfully to a more sustainable 

global food paradigm.

Animal Welfare in Halal Practices
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Eco-friendly Packaging

Biodegradable or recyclable materials

Waste Reduction

By-product utilization and proper disposal

Resource Conservation

Water, energy, and natural resource management

Sustainable Agriculture

Minimal chemical inputs and organic alternatives

Halal practices have significant positive environmental impacts. Products are often produced using more environmentally friendly methods that 
optimize resource use and reduce overall carbon footprints. Halal-certified products are less likely to contain synthetic chemicals, including 
pesticides, preservatives, and artificial colors.

Environmental Impact of Halal Practices

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Environmental Impact of Halal Practices
      .            Halal practices have significant positive environmental impacts Halal products are often produced in a more environmentally friendly way

  ,        ,     . -than conventional methods as processes typically focus on optimizing resource utilization which reduces overall carbon footprints Halal

         ,  , ,   ,    certified products are also less likely to contain synthetic chemicals including pesticides preservatives and artificial colors making them a

    .more sustainable choice for consumers

       ,      ,   Environmentally friendly packaging materials used by Halal producers such as biodegradable or recyclable packaging also reduce

 .environmental impact

Sustainable Agricultural 
Practices

    -  Halal agriculture can provide long term

,     benefits such as eliminating the

     complete erasure of nutrient content

    , often jeopardized by synthetic fertilizers

      or organic alternatives for weed and

 .pest control

Waste Reduction Strategies

     Halal food practices pay significant

     attention to waste management and

,     disposal including proper methods for

   ,  animal slaughter and consumption and

   -     the use of by products for food and

.feed

Food Waste

      Food waste constitutes a significant area

  .     of public concern Wasted food is either

   ,   discarded or becomes inedible and food

     that is unsuitable for human

     consumption still generally has an

 .environmental footprint
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Community Engagement
Ethical Labor Practices

Equal Opportunity

Social Dimensions of Halal Sustainability

Fair Treatment for all individuals and diverse 

hiring practices 

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Community Engagement

Halal sustainability recognizes the 
importance of engaging multiple 
stakeholders, particularly local 
communities. This process involves 
interaction and collaboration between 
organizations and communities to 
understand history, culture, issues, and 
priorities.

Ethical Labor Practices

Halal is based on principles of justice and 
balance. These principles direct 
businesses toward ensuring no party 
benefits at the expense of another, 
protecting workers from harm and 
ensuring equity throughout operations.

Fair Trade & Equal Opportunity

There is a natural synergy between halal 
standards and fair trade principles. Both 
frameworks prioritize ethical sourcing and 
seek to improve the livelihoods of 
producers through fair compensation and 
equal opportunity.

Social Dimensions of Halal Sustainability
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Economic Aspects of Sustainable Halal

The Halal economy is a multifaceted fast 

growing global economic sector. 

Halal food constitutes only a fraction of the 

Halal economy, as this sector is expected to 

expand rapidly to encompass Halal 

cosmetics and pharmaceuticals, hygiene 

products, apparel, and financial products 

and services compliant with Islamic law.

   ,         ,   -    Consistent with this trend the Halal market is not limited to Muslim communities as both non Muslims and Muslims

   ,           .are interested in it and many acknowledge the advantages of consuming Halal products and services

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Cultural Preservation, Sustainable and Halal Tourism
               ,        Sustainable tourism is a great alternative that aims to minimize negative impact and maximize positive impact thereby ensuring the sustainability of the tourism

.  ,              .industry In addition sustainable tourism also offers a true example of sustainable development benefiting the local community

Cultural Heritage Preservation

          , Halal tourism contributes to the preservation of local cultures and traditions

     .supporting the sustainability of cultural heritage

Eco-Friendly Facilities

     -     Sustainable halal tourism facilities adopt eco friendly practices such as

    .renewable energy and water conservation

Community Benefits

        Halal tourism contributes to community welfare by supporting

         .the local economy and providing employment opportunities for local people
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Challenges in Implementing Halal Sustainability
     ,             Despite increasing awareness of sustainability issues stakeholders in the halal industry still face challenges in transitioning to sustainable

 .                 halal practices Halal and Islamic organizations should focus on raising awareness and incorporating concerns into halal assurance systems

  .and sustainability education

               .   Sustainable halal implementation challenges are further exacerbated by a lack of engagement from the halal ecosystem To effectively

  ,          , , ,  .   leverage sustainability efforts halal food needs to be a collective effort of regulators organizations producers and buyers Halal standards

         .need to be rapidly upgraded to provide guidance for sustainability

International Standards

    The establishment of international

     standards related to Halal and

   .Sustainability is still limited

Sustainable Supply Chain 
Management

       Since Halal covers all aspects of a

 , ,   person's physical mental and spiritual

- ,       well being it is crucial to have sufficient

       trust in the method of addressing the

      .Halal status of goods offered for trade

Consumer Perspectives

       The Halal market is not limited to

,     -  Muslims but also appeals to non Muslim

      consumers seeking healthy and safe food

.products
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Standardization Issues

Limited international standards for halal sustainability and lack of unified 
certification processes

Supply Chain Complexity

Challenges in maintaining halal integrity throughout global supply networks

Stakeholder Coordination

Need for collective effort among regulators, organizations, producers, and 
consumers

Awareness and Education

Limited understanding of how to incorporate sustainability concerns into halal 
assurance systems

Challenges in Implementing 
Halal Sustainability
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The integration of information technologies may enhance Halal practices to 

minimize bribery and corruption, voluntary tax collection and tax reporting, 

reduction of excess consumerism, and rampant illicit activities. 

Digitalization and the circular economy (CE) are two emerging technological 

and organizational trends with the potential to improve productivity and 

sustainability performance.

Future Trends in Halal and Sustainability
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Halal Supply Chains
            Halal supply chains ensure the halal status of products from source to

.        .consumer Transparency and traceability are critical for consumer trust

Sourcing and Procurement

      .Obtaining ethical and sustainable halal raw materials

Production and Processing

        Hygienic and controlled processes in accordance with halal

.standards

Logistics and Storage

     - .Secure transportation and storage preventing cross contamination

Distribution and Retail

          .Ensuring the preservation of halal integrity up to the final product
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Consumer Awareness

           Consumers are becoming increasingly aware of the halal and sustainability status

 .of products

          . This awareness is increasing the demand for transparent and certified products

       .Conscious choices trigger positive changes in the market
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Digital Integration

   Integration of information technologies

Circular Economy

      Potential to improve productivity and sustainability performance

Global Collaboration

      Collaborative actions to ensure a sustainable future

Halal Innovation

      Service and product innovations with Halal values

Future Trends in Halal and Sustainability
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Global Market Expansion

Growth into multi-trillion dollar market 
by 2030 across food, finance, travel, 

and hospitality sectors

Digital Transformation

Integration of information technologies 
to enhance transparency and reduce 
corruption

Circular Economy

Emerging organizational trends to 
improve productivity and sustainability 
performance

Collaborative Ecosystem

Development of trusted partner 
networks supporting over two billion 

people globally

The integration of halal principles with sustainability practices offers tremendous potential for addressing global challenges. By 
combining Islamic values with modern sustainability approaches, the halal industry can lead innovation in ethical consumption and 
production while meeting the needs of a growing global market.

Future Trends in Halal and Sustainability
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Certification Standarts 
In conclusion this paper sheds light on the role of Islam and the halal 

ecosystem in leading the sustainability movement towards realizing a 

sustainable future. 

Halal has been identified as an avenue for sustainable development practices 

for socio-economic and environmental issues facing the Islamic world.. 

Global businesses and stakeholders in food production, financial services, 

logistics, travel, hospitality, and events should be innovating their services 

and products with halal values. 

Solutions could include business and financial digitalization, 

industrialization, and financing that are halal compliant

In the face of global challenges, collaborative actions are essential to provide 

the sustainable future.
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Thank You…
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